Xcel Energy WMF transmission service request #75614596

The Xcel Energy Wholesale Merchant Function (XE-WMF) has requested an opinion from the Xcel Energy Transmission Function on the likelihood that the transmission limitations identified in the MISO Draft System Impact Study (SIS) for this transmission service request could be addressed in time to meet a June 01, 2008 or a June 1, 2009 initiation of network transmission service on the Northern States Power Company (NSP) transmission system. XE-WMF also requested what risk factors may be involved.

Given the lack of definitive information from MISO, Xcel Energy Transmission Function employees have reviewed the draft SIS report. In order to provide comparable and contemporaneous access to this transmission information, Xcel Energy - Transmission provides the following opinion:

At this time, no solution has been determined for any of the transmission limitations identified in the MISO SIS.  Therefore, this information is preliminary, based on the experience and judgment of the Xcel Energy Transmission Function employees with knowledge of the NSP transmission system, and does not represent the definitive results that will be produced through the MISO study processes.  Nor is the preliminary information meant to interfere with that process and those studies.  Rather this information is designed to provide the Xcel Energy -- Wholesale Merchant Function with information to make a decision on whether to continue the transmission service request on a delayed basis. 

Xcel Energy Transmission Function employees believe it is very likely (90 % probable) the transmission issues identified in the draft SIS can be addressed in time for the initiation of network transmission service by June 1, 2008.  We believe a solution can be found which would not require a Certificate Of Need and substantial amounts of new rights-of-way that would create major delays in constructing required transmission facilities. This belief assumes a final decision on a plan for correction of the transmission limitations is established by MISO within the next couple of months.

Other factors that may adversely affect this opinion would be delayed equipment delivery, the level the transmission solutions involve changes to the transmission facilities of other utilities, limitations on funding to to initiate engineering work in 2005, or permitting issues if new transmission routes and easements are required. The biggest risk factor is if some unexpected and presently unidentified transmission limitation is discovered as MISO completes the SIS.

