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1 OATT General Requirements

1.11 DC Ties

SPP administers transmission service across two sets of DC Ties, two to ERCOT and three to WECC. Services across these ties have different criteria. The basic approach to reserving service is the same as for other SPP service. However, since these are ties connecting to transmission providers outside the Eastern Interconnection, some additional actions are involved.   


Business Practice

ERCOT

Both DC ties to ERCOT are owned and operated by AEP, an SPP transmission owner.  SPP will limit the amount of transmission service granted across the DC ties in each direction to the capacity of the tie.  If counter-flow schedules exist across the DC ties, SPP may grant additional non-firm service in excess of the DC tie capacity but not to exceed the transmission capacity scheduled in the opposite direction and in no case will SPP grant more than twice the capacity of the DC tie in any direction. Transmission service sold across the DC ties as a result of capacity created by counter-flows are curtailed with all other counter-flow purchases, on a pro rata basis. The following requirements must be met to reserve SPP OATT service across the two ERCOT DC Ties at Oklaunion (ERCOTN) and Welsh (ERCOTE)
.

· The SPP portion of the service must include a valid SPP POR/POD set with an appropriate DC tie (ERCOTE or ERCOTN).

· The request must include the ultimate source / sink system within the Eastern Interconnection, and either the ultimate source / sink within ERCOT or the DC tie identified as the POR or POD, unless service is being requested for unidirectional capacity exclusively for the DC tie.

· Service may be sold, upon request, to provide unidirectional capacity exclusively on the DC tie. That service will have to be linked with another SPP reservation showing the true Source/Sink or, if the service is firm, it can be redirected. To specify that service is being requested into an ERCOT tie, the reservation shall show the true source as either ERCOTE or ERCOTN and the appropriate DC tie as the POR, POD and sink. Comments showing the direction of flow must also be shown in the Customer Comments area of the request so that all customers may identify the direction of flow.
· To specify that service is being requested out of an ERCOT tie, the reservation shall show the true sink as either ERCOTE-SPP or ERCOTN-SPP and the appropriate DC tie as the POR, POD and source.

Example: Service into ERCOT across the ERCOTE tie 


Source = ERCOTE-SPP


POR = ERCOTE


POD = ERCOTE


Sink = ERCOTE

WECC

The DC ties to WECC are separately owned and operated.  All of these connect to the Southwestern Public Service Co (SPS – An Xcel Energy Company) transmission system, which is under the SPP OATT.  The Blackwater (BLKW) tie is owned and operated by Public Service Company of New Mexico (PNM). The Eddy County tie (EDDY) is owned by El Paso Electric (EPE) and Texas - New Mexico Power (TNP) but operated by SPS. The Lamar tie is owned and operated by Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCO). SPP will limit the amount of Non-Firm transmission service granted across the BLKW and EDDY DC ties in each direction to the capacity of the tie. If the WECC provider allows and counter-flow schedules exist across the DC ties, SPP may grant additional non-firm service in excess of the DC tie capacity but not to exceed the transmission capacity scheduled in the opposite direction and in no case will SPP grant more than twice the capacity of the DC tie in any direction. Transmission services sold across the DC ties as a result of capacity created by counter-flows are curtailed with all other counter-flow purchases, on a pro rata basis.  The WECC does not allow additional Firm service to be sold based on counterflow and SPP does not sell additional Firm service based on counterflow; therefore no additional Firm service in excess of the capacity of the tie will be sold against schedules flowing in the opposite direction.  The following requirements must be met to reserve SPP OATT service up to the  WECC DC Ties LAMAR,  BLKW and EDDY.

· The SPP portion of the service must include a valid SPP POR/POD with an appropriate WECC tie (LAMAR, BLKW or EDDY).

· The request must include the ultimate source / sink system within the Eastern Interconnection and the ultimate Source / Sink within the Western Interconnection or the DC tie identified as the POR or POD, unless service is being requested for unidirectional capacity exclusively for the DC tie.

· Service may be sold, upon request, to provide unidirectional capacity exclusively on the DC tie. This service will have to be linked with another SPP reservation showing the true Source/Sink or, if the service is firm, it can be redirected. To specify that service is being requested into a WECC tie, the reservation shall show the true source as either LAMAR_SPP, BLKW-SPP or EDDY-SPP and the appropriate DC tie as the POR, POD and sink. Comments showing the direction of flow must also be shown in the Customer Comments area of the request so that all customers may identify the direction of flow.

·  To specify that service is being requested out of a WECC tie, the reservation shall show the true sink as either LAMAR-SPP, BLKW-SPP or EDDY-SPP and the appropriate DC tie as the POR, POD and source.

Example: Service into WECC across the BLKW tie 


Source = BLKW-SPP


POR = BLKW


POD = BLKW


Sink = BLKW
· Transmission service must be reserved with both SPP for the SPP portion (SPP OASIS site
) and the appropriate WECC Transmission Providers for the WECC portion of the service.

· SPP emphasizes to customers that they must get service from the owner of LAMAR (PSCO),  BLKW (PNM) or Eddy (EPE, and/or TNP) to be able to go out of SPP from SPS across the DC ties.

Additional General Rules

SPP will not offer any service above the continuous operating capability rating of the ties except non-firm service under counter flow situations where schedules in the opposite direction have been submitted. Any counter flow schedules must be profiled to flow for the entire duration of the new reservation request before any new request would be considered that would make the total reserved in one direction above the continuous capability of the tie.

SPP will not knowingly sell more across the ties than can be accommodated during maintenance or other times when the ties may be de-rated. However, outage and de-rating situations will arise from time-to-time.  If there is an outage on the SPP AC system that prevents SPP from allowing schedules to the full amount sold, pro rata curtailments based on NERC TLR procedures will be enforced and rebates for curtailment periods will be made. For the ERCOT DC Ties, these rules will also apply when the curtailment is necessary due to the DC Tie facilities themselves. For curtailments due to AC system problems in WECC or ERCOT or for problems on the WECC DC Ties, there will be no rebate of SPP service. Curtailment procedures will also be the responsibility of the ERCOT ISO or the appropriate WECC entity.

SPP will not immediately offer for resale capacity across a DC tie which is made available due to the voluntary actions of an entity that holds the rights to the DC tie. These actions include, but are not limited to, the following processes:

· A tag with the priority of 7-F, 7-FN, or 6-NN has been cancelled, terminated, or withdrawn. 
· A NITS reservation has been annulled.
· A request to undesignate a Designated Network Resource causes capacity to be made available across a DC tie.
· A firm transmission service reservation for a DC tie has been redirected to another path so that the entity submitting the redirect no longer holds capacity of the same DC tie. The capacity is not considered “available” until a request to redirect has been confirmed on OASIS, therefore the capacity will not be posted until a request to redirect reaches a status of CONFIRMED.
· A DC tie returning to service earlier than the end of the scheduled outage time posted on the OASIS DC Tie Update page.    
To ensure fair and open access, the capacity will be made available at the top of the next hour if it can be posted for a minimum of thirty (30) minutes. If there is less than 30 minutes until the top of the hour, the ATC will not be made available until the top of the following hour. The available capacity will be granted using the same process that is used at Noon of each day for Non-Firm service. This capacity may still be bumped by the scheduling of a higher priority service. A notice will be posted on the SPP OASIS specifying how much capacity is available and for how long.

Additional Information






Explanation / Rationale


� Additional facilities usage fees may be incurred for use of transmission service inside the ERCOT region and be billed by companies other than SPP.  See ERCOT 


     for transmission service reservation and scheduling practices for use of facilities within ERCOT.


� SPP OASIS site - �HYPERLINK "http://www.oatioasis.com/spp_default.html"��http://www.oatioasis.com/spp_default.html�





�Bill Grant reported that this contract expired on May 31, 2011.
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