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X.XX
 Designated Transmission Owner Qualification Process

A Designated Transmission Owner (DTO
) will be selected pursuant to Section 3.3(c) of the SPP Membership Agreement and Attachment O, Section VIII of SPP’s Open Access Transmission Tariff (SPP Tariff).  The goal of the process is for SPP Staff to confirm the qualifications of an entity (Alternate DTO) to construct transmission facilities that are the subject of the arrangement and the grant of a novation to the DTO
.

Business Practice

Prior to the start of this process, SPP must have identified a specific project to be built and a Notification to Construct (NTC) be sent to the DTO pursuant to Attachment O, Section VIII of the SPP Tariff.  If the DTO notifies SPP that it will arrange for another entity to build, own and maintain all or part of the project in its place, SPP shall implement this process to assess the qualification of the entity to build and own such.  The DTO may designate an Alternate DTO after it has accepted the NTC or during the initial ninety (90) days after the receipt of the NTC (NTC Review Period). Failure of the DTO to make a written commitment to construct the project as specified in the NTC within the NTC Review Period shall cause SPP to implement its Transmission Owner Selection Process, and the DTO shall be subject to the conditions and procedures outlined therein.
Once the DTO has notified SPP that it will arrange for and has identified to SPP an Alternate DTO, SPP shall assign an employee at the Director level or higher to facilitate the process of SPP staff reviewing the qualifications of the Alternate DTO.   If the request is received during the NTC Review period, SPP staff shall make a reasonable attempt to complete its review prior to the end of the period.  The SPP staff’s review shall include those minimum qualifications specified in Attachment O, Section VIII (6), as more specifically set forth in the SPP’s Transmission Owner Selection Process, Appendix 4 – Selection Criteria.  SPP staff may utilize such consultants as it determines are necessary to provide specific expertise.

If, based on its judgment, SPP determines the identified entity to be qualified to build and own the project as arranged; SPP shall so notify the DTO.  SPP staff shall thereafter obtain from the Alternate DTO agreements binding it as the DTO to all of the rights and responsibilities related to the arranged project pursuant to the NTC, the SPP Membership Agreement and the SPP Tariff.  Upon the receipt of such binding agreements, SPP shall, at the original DTO’s request, enter into a Novation Agreement with the original DTO relieving it of its obligation under the SPP Membership Agreement and the SPP Tariff to build the project which is the subject of the arrangement. The qualification of the Alternate DTO must be reviewed by the TWG and MOPC.  Results of the SPP, TWG and MOPC reviews must be presented to the SPP Board of Directors.  The Alternate DTO must be approved by the SPP Board of Directors as being qualified in order for the obligation to be relieved from the original DTO and the project reassigned to the Alternate DTO. 

If approval from the SPP Board of Directors is not granted, SPP shall so notify the DTO of the rejection and that SPP shall continue to look to the DTO for fulfilling its obligations under the SPP Membership Agreement and the SPP Tariff.

If, upon information obtained after the Novation Agreement has been approved, the Alternate DTO does not fulfill its obligations under the SPP Bylaws, SPP Membership agreement or SPP Tariff, SPP shall take action to reassign the NTC to another entity or to take other such appropriate actions as deemed necessary pursuant to those documents.


























































�How is NERC compliance met.


�Should more detail be added regarding the qualifications of the DTO or is the reference to Att. O of the tariff enough. (analyze attachment O)
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