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guideline for Jurisdiction of SPP Generator Interconnection Procedures 


Business Practice 

Guidelines for Application of SPP Generator Interconnection Procedures
Any generator of any size interconnecting to the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) Transmission System must submit an Interconnection Request (IR) pursuant to the Generator Interconnection Procedures (GIP) found in Attachment V of the SPP Regional OATT, with the following exceptions:
1) Where the Generating Facility will be a Qualifying Facility where 100% of the output will be sold to its host utility according to PURPA and subject to state jurisdiction. A) The interconnection customer may still be required to enter into the appropriate SPP studies and agreements, provided that the Transmission Owner’s Tariff directs the interconnection customer to the SPP Tariff. 
2) Where the Generating Facility will interconnect to a facility not under Tariff jurisdiction at the time the request is submitted, whether or not it plans to make wholesale electric energy sales. B) The interconnection customer may still be required to enter into the appropriate SPP studies and agreements, provided that the Transmission Owner’s Tariff directs the interconnection customer to the SPP Tariff. 
3) Where the Generating Facility will produce electric energy to be consumed only on the Interconnection Customer’s site. C)
4) Where the Generating Facility will be used to supply energy only to unbundled retail customers over local Distribution Facilities. D)
5) Where the Generating Facility will not operate in sustained parallel with the Transmission System. 
SPP and the Transmission Owner will evaluate the request and make the final determination if the interconnection request must be submitted to SPP or to the Transmission Owner for further study.
If any of the above exceptions applies, the Generating Facility does not fall under the GIP. However, the request for interconnection may be required to be coordinated with SPP in accordance with NERC standards. In such instances, the following shall apply:
1) When notified, the Transmission Owner is responsible for conducting any required studies to determine if the request may impact the Transmission System.
2) Should the Transmission Owner determine that the generator interconnection may impact the Transmission System; the Transmission Owner shall notify SPP of such impacts and provide to SPP any system impact studies that detail such impacts.

3) As an impacted system, SPP will determine what additional studies will be required to coordinate the impacts, up to and including studying the impact in the Generator Definitive Interconnection System Impact Studies.  The Transmission Owner/distribution provider shall require as a condition of interconnection with the interconnection customer, that all SPP required studies be completed.  The Transmission Owner/distribution provider shall have the option to enter into the applicable Affected System study agreements and to be financially responsible for such studies
, or as a condition of interconnection, to require the interconnection customer to submit an Interconnection Request to enter the Definitive Interconnection System Impact Study Queue or other Queue as applicable
. 
4) It shall remain the Transmission Owner’s responsibility to complete any generator interconnection agreements in accordance with the Transmission Owner’s generator interconnection procedures regarding the completion of Network Upgrades required on the Distribution System and on the Transmission Owner’s transmission system.  

5) If SPP’s studies show that Network Upgrades are required on the Transmission System, the Transmission Owner/distribution provider shall have the option to enter into a facilities agreement with SPP or require, as a conditon of interconnection, the interconnection customer enter into a facilities agreement with SPP and any affected Transmission Owner(s)/distribution provider(s) to complete the Network Upgrades required on their Transmission System.

6) All Network Upgrades must be completed prior to operation of the Generating Facility, unless other mitigations have been approved by SPP until the Network Upgrades are completed.

Applicable References

A. Interconnection customer must provide documentation of Qualifying Facility FERC certification, substantiating state jurisdiction and documentation from the host that100% of the output will be sold to the host utility. See FERC Order No .2003 PP 813-814; FERC Order No. 2006-A, PP 100-102; PURPA 292.203.a (3); PURPA 292.303.
B. See FERC Order No. 2006, PP 5, 8; FERC Order No. 2003 P 804; FERC Order No. 2003-A P 710; FERC Order No. 2003-C P 51. At the time an Interconnection Request is made to interconnect to a non-jurisdictional facility, the interconnection is not subject to the GIP. After a Generation Facility that makes wholesale electric energy sales has been connected, the interconnection facility is now subject to an OATT for Interconnection Requests made after that time.
C. See FERC Order No. 2003, P 805; FERC Order No. 2003-A, P 747, n. 173.
D. Unbundled retail service over local distribution facilities is not under FERC jurisdiction. See FERC Order No. 2006, PP 7-8 & n.8.  
Explanation / Rationale

This Business Practice is intended to be general information for SPP customers.


� The Transmission/Distribution Owner has the ability to pass through the Interconnection Study costs to its customer.  


� As allowed by FERC
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