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6
GENERAL INFORMATION
6.1
ABNORMAL SYSTEM CONDITIONS PROCEDURES 

SPP administers reservations and schedules at certain points on the system which have specific capacity and transmission limitations.  Such points include, but are not specifically limited to, DC Ties, BA interconnections, tie line limitations, interface and various other paths with capacity and transmission limitations on a contractual basis.   Stated limitations are due to operational restrictions and must be maintained for reliability of the bulk electric system.  The stated or contractual limit may require modification due to changes associated with on-line generation and/or transmission system topology.

Business Practice 
There are various procedures that may be implemented in order to maintain system reliability during an abnormal condition. 
· Transmission Loading Relief (TLR) - When the observed loading on a Flowgate approaches an SOL, the SPP Reliability Coordinator, at his discretion, may elect to initiate the NERC TLR procedure. Upon the initiation of the TLR, the involved Flowgate will be activated (if not already activated) in the SPP Market Operating System (MOS) and appropriate physical transactions and market schedules will be curtailed (via Interchange Distribution Calculator (IDC) and Curtailment and Adjustment Tool (CAT) on a pro-rata basis to return the Flowgate loading to an acceptable level.   

· Transmission Service Provider (TSP) - When the stated or contractual limit requires modification due to conditions on the bulk electric system, the Transmission Operator will normally notify SPP of the circumstances surrounding the required modification.  Concurrently the SPP Shift Engineer and Reliability Coordinator will become aware of the circumstances through their real time monitoring systems.   The Transmission Operator will inform SPP of any new limits resulting from such an event.  The SPP Reliability Coordinator and SPP Shift Engineer will input the modified parameters into the production system.
· Congestion Management Event (CME) - SPP Reliability Coordinator and SPP Shift Engineer will evaluate the current flow with regards to the new SOL.  If the current schedules and/or system flows are above the new limit, the SPP Reliability Coordinator, at his discretion, may elect to initiate the NERC TLR procedure to reduce applicable schedules and/or flows.   Schedule adjustments may also be effected through Transmission Service Provider curtailment or voluntary schedule adjustment by the Transmission Customer.   The method of schedule adjustment is established by the timing of and urgency required by specific events and the nature of the congestion experienced. Appropriate action will be determined by examining the profile and nature of current schedules.  
· TSP/TLR Process - Schedule adjustments or TSP curtailments will be based on NERC priority beginning with the lowest priority. If more than one schedule is active using the same NERC priority level, the adjustments or TSP curtailments will be done on a pro-rata basis following the same procedure used when a NERC TLR is issued.  These schedule adjustments or TSP curtailments could impact all schedules up to and including Firm (F-7) schedules, if necessary. When transactions are required to be adjusted or curtailed, the impacted customer or PSE should receive notification from the SPP Tariff Administrator.
Applicable References

The SPP Reliability Coordinator has the responsibility and authority to address a potential or actual SOL or IROL, per NERC Standard IRO-006-4.1.

The Transmission Service Provider (SPP) has the responsibility and authority to curtail schedules, up to and including Firm schedules, when an emergency or unforeseen condition impairs or degrades the reliability of the Transmission System, per Section 13.6 of the SPP Tariff.

SPP Business Practice 1.11 outlines the RTO Tariff Administrator’s responsibility and authority to curtail schedules following an outage on the SPP AC system. 

A Transmission Operator and Transmission Customer has the responsibility to address a potential or actual SOL or IROL, per NERC Standard IR0-006-4.1
Congestion Management Event (CME) requirements are provided in Section 6.8 of the SPP Market Protocols.
Explanation / Rationale

This Business Practice is intended to be general information for SPP customers and may not include all SPP processes or procedures that may be implemented during an abnormal condition.
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