2 Reserving Transmission Service

2.16 Interim Short Term Service during Extended Aggregate Study Delays

In spite of efforts to require that the start date of long term TSRs be far enough in the future so that SPP has sufficient time to study the request, at times the study process itself encroaches upon the start date of a request.  In instances where redispatch will be necessary in order to avoid the deferral of service anyway, customers should be provided a reasonable mechanism to avoid the deferral caused by the SPP study process itself.  This Business Practice will provide a mechanism to secure short-term service under the same terms while the study is pending.    


Business Practice

A customer may choose to request Short Term Firm service based on the results of the most current Aggregate Study report in order to mitigate a delay in its long term service under the following conditions:

1. The Customer has a TSR actively under study in a pending aggregate study.  This requires that the Customer’s TSR continue to in a STUDY status; all necessary Letters of Intent and any other information necessary have been returned and indicate a desire to remain in the study.

2. The TSR start date was no less than 18 months before the close of the applicable aggregate study window.  This requirement is to assure that the customer’s notice requirements were well in excess of the notice requirements in the tariff.  

3. The most recent applicable aggregate study report posted on the SPP OASIS indicates the service can be provided with existing ATC and/or through a redispatch of facilities on the system.

4. The customer agrees to provide or pay for the cost of redispatch outlined in the aggregate study report and pursuant to Attachment K of the SPP OATT.
When above conditions are met, the customer may submit a request for Short Term Firm service, consistent with the timing requirements of the SPP OATT.  In the comment field, the customers should reference the pending aggregate study request and the most recent aggregate study report posting.   SPP will evaluate and approve the request based on the results of the aggregate study already performed and require redispatch consistent with that report.  This procedure of issuing short term firm service may be repeated until the SPP expects to make the next posting of the study or it will be able to APPROVE the original long terms service request.  
The issuance of this interim service would have no impact on the start time or duration of the original TSR continuing to be studied within the aggregate study process.  SPP would take necessary actions to assure the impact of the short-term interim service and the pending long-term service under study is not duplicated in other short term studies of system capability.  

Explanation / Rationale

Attachment Z1 & Z2 of the SPP OATT outline the procedures under which SPP will conduct Aggregate Transmission Service studies for Long Term Firm Transmission Service.  Attachment Z and Attachment P outline the process and timeline requirements for submitting transmission requests as well as the timeline under which SPP to conduct such studies.  The timelines are set in order to assure that TSRs are submitted with start dates far enough in the future so that SPP has sufficient time to study the request and also provide customers the assurance SPP will complete its study in a timely fashion without introducing unnecessary delays in the start of service.  In spite of these requirements, from time to time, SPP’s studies extend well beyond the originally expected timelines and beyond start date for some TSRs.    This business practice is intended to address those situations where the delays would otherwise and unnecessarily lead to a delay in the start of service.  

When the most current aggregate study, reports indicate the SPP Transmission System can accommodate a TSR using existing ATC and redispatch, delaying the start of service to run subsequent restudies represents an unnecessary delay in the start of service for the TSR.   Although it is not possible to issue long-term service agreements until the study is completed, SPP should approve the use of Short-Term Firm Transmission Service, based on the most recent aggregate study reports, as an interim measure to mitigate the harm to SPP customers caused by SPP’s delays.  

Example

Situation absent this BP:

A TSR for Long Term Firm Network Transmission Service is submitted in September of 2006 with a service start date requested of November 2007.  As a result, the request is included in the aggregate study SPP-2006-AG3.   The facility study results indicate the service will require certain upgrades with the 8th posting of the study in October 2007, but the service can be provided without any deferral with certain redispatch requirements.  If the study were complete, a service agreement would be issued with those redispatch requirements and the customer’s service would not be delayed.  However, since the study is not complete SPP will not issue a service agreement and customer’s long term service is ultimately delayed until November 1, 2008 or one year after the original requested start date.  

Situation with this BP:

In October of 2007, the customer would submit and the SPP would approve short-term firm network service requests from the exact same source and sink until the study is completed.  The redispatch requirements would be based on the results of the 8th iteration of the study up until the time that the 9th study is posted on November 14, 2007.  The redispatch requirements would then be based on the 9th iteration of study until the 10th iteration is posted on April 18, 2008.  The redispatch requirements would then be based on the 10th iteration of study until the 11th iteration is posted on September 16, 2008.  The approval of short-term interim service under this Business Practice would stop on November 1, 2008 corresponding to the start date of long-term firm service agreements tendered to the customer.   With such a process in place, the customer avoids the needless 1-year delay in the start of service.
