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Meeting Participants

This Transmission Advisory Committee (TRANSAC) meeting was conducted via teleconference and the internet site GoTo Meeting.com.  Those participating in the meeting included:


Name
Organization  

Via Telephone & Internet

Tom Kaiserski
Montana Department of Commerce, Montana Energy Promotion and Development Division

Christopher Fecke-Stoudt 
KR Saline & Associates

Dan Wheeler
Gaelectric

Frank Jarvenpaa
Western Area Power Administration (WAPA)

Brian DeKiep
Northwest Power and Conservation Council 

Randall Dost
NaturEner

Gerald Mueller
Consensus Associates

At NWE Offices
Don Bauer 
NorthWestern Energy (NWE) Transmission &Distribution Planning




and Capacity West

Cathy Mathews
NWE Transmission & Distribution Planning and Capacity West

Kathleen Bauer
NWE Regional Transmission Planning

John Leland
NWE Regional Transmission Planning

Corrine Osborne
NWE Regional Transmission Planning

Kim McClafferty
NWE Regional Transmission Planning

B.J. Schubert
NWE Regional Transmission Planning

Standards of Conduct & Anti-Trust Policy
Kathleen Bauer began the meeting by reviewing NWE’s standards of conduct and safeguards and antitrust policy.  Theses documents are available at the following web address.

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/01-Agenda-12-17-13-TRANSAC.doc

Agenda
The meeting participants reviewed and approved the following agenda:

· Administration

· Accept October 24, 2013 Meeting Summary

· WECC L&R Data Request 

· Compliance Efforts

· Generation Interconnection Update 

· Regional & Bulk Electric System Updates

· Local Area Plan 

· Local Area Economic Study Review
· Local Area Plan Document Update

· Deadlines to be Aware of in Quarter 1 of the 2014-2015 Local Area Planning Cycle 

· Action Item List Review  

· Suggested Meeting Dates for Next Meeting

Administration
October 24, 2013 Meeting Summaries - Kathy Bauer reported that a question and answer was added on page six of the meeting summary that had been previously posted on the OASIS.  In the revised summary the additional question and answer was shown in red.  The question was posed by PPL Energy Plus (PPL).  John Leland explained that NWE cannot address PPL’s questions regarding the Montana Alberta Tie Line at TRANSAC because doing so would focus on one particular customer and might provide key information that could be used to gain advantage in the market.

The participants in this meeting made no changes to the summary.

Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) Load and Resource Data Request - Cathy Matthews read her report on the WECC load and resource data request.  The report is available at the following address.

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/03-L_&_R_Data_Request_Update_12_17_13.docx

Question - When do you expect to receive the load and resource data request from WECC?

Answer - The middle of January.

Question - What is WECC’s deadline for providing the information?

Answer - The first Friday in March.

WECC Compliance Efforts - Cathy Matthews also read her report on the WECC compliance efforts.  The report is available at the following address.

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/04-Compliance_Update_12_17_13.docx

Generation Interconnection Update - Corrine Osborne provided the update using a document found at the following web address.

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/05-TRANSAC-Interconnection_Queue_Update_13-12-12.pdf

Question - Can you identify the wind project(s)?

Answer by Don Bauer - No; however, you can review the information posted on the OASIS listing the projects in the generation interconnection queue.  This posted information includes the project size and approximate location.  See the following web address.

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/GenConnect.html

Regional & Bulk Electric System Updates 
John Leland provided the updates on the following topics.  

Regional Transmission Plan - The Northern Tier Transmission Group (NTTG) regional plan for 2012-13 is complete and posted along with an executive summary on the NTTG website.  The executive summary will be distributed to various government agencies, adjacent transmission providers and regional planning entities.
FERC Order 1000 Interregional Filing - Mr. Leland summarized the history of the Order 1000 filings.  NTTG made its regional planning filing on October 12, 2012, and FERC responded to it with an order in May 2013.  As discussed at past TRANSAC meetings, this order accepted portions of the NTTG filing addressing regional planning and cost allocation.  It also made slight modifications to the public policy and data collection provisions of the local transmission plan filings.  In response to the May 2013 order, NTTG made a motion either to postpone the regional planning activities planning under Order 1000 until FERC finalized its order or to start them sequentially, beginning with qualifying the sponsors of projects that request consideration in the regional plan and if selected in the plans would be subject to regional cost allocation.  The sponsorship qualification would ensure that a project sponsor had the background and financial ability to build and operate a transmission project.  FERC responded to this filing on October 17, 2013 directing NTTG to begin the Order 1000 activities pursuant to its October 2012 filing and implement changes as appropriate in the future.  NTTG has therefore initiated sponsor qualification and will begin its Order 1000 transmission planning process in January 2014.
One entity, LS Power, has sought and met the sponsor qualification requirements.  LS Power stated that they may submit their SWIP-N project for consideration into the regional transmission plan.  The LS transmission projects that make up the entirety of their project includes SWIP, ON Line and SNIP transmission lines spanning from Midpoint Idaho to southern Nevada.  NTTG will provide a cost allocation for the SWIP-N segment of this project if it is selected in the regional transmission plan.

Local Area Plan 
Local Area Economic Study Review - John Leland introduced this topic noting that NWE has conducted two economic studies during this planning cycle, one requested by Gaelectric and one by PPL.  PPL requested two separate studies that were modified to be congestion studies - one with northbound flows to Great Falls and one with southbound flows from Great Falls.  NWE is required to conduct two studies at no charge, and opted to conduct only the northbound congestion study. Kim McClafferty will summarize the results of the Gaelectric study and B.J. Schubert the results of the PPL study.  The final reports for both will be completed and posted on the OASIS website within a week.  The economic studies are conducted a high level and are for information only.  Generation or transmission interconnection studies require more detailed system analysis.  Since none of its representative participated in this meeting, NWE will meet separately with PPL to discuss the results of the economic study it requested.

Gaelectric Study 

NWE studied two scenarios in the Gaelectric study.  Both scenarios added 1,500 MW of new generation at Great Falls.  The first added the 1,500 MW total in 300 MW increments every three years beginning in 2019 ending in 2031.  The second scenario added all 1,500 MW of new generation in 2019.  Ms. McClafferty presented the economic congestion study results in tables found at the following web address:

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/7a-230500kVEconomicsScenario.docx

The first scenario required as mitigation the addition of five new 230 kV transmission lines from Great Falls to Garrison, each with a new substation.  A new 230 kV line and 230 kV bay were added with each 300 MW generation addition after the first 230 kV line and substation were in place.    This scenario also required adding a 161 kV line from Clyde Park to Wilsall with a new substation for the first 300 MW addition.  The fifth 300 MW addition required adding a 100 kV line in the Harlowton area.  As mitigation in the second scenario, a 500 kV line was added from Great Falls to Garrison with a substation and a 161 kV line from Clyde Park to Wilsall and a substation.  Unlike the first scenario, adding 1,500 MW immediately did not require the Harlowton 100 kV line addition.  In both scenarios, the addition of the 1,500 MW with the designated mitigation stressed the transmission system to its limits.  The net present value of the mitigation in the two scenarios was $764 million for the 230 kV lines and associated transmission additions and $355 million for the 500 kV line and associated additions.

Question - In these scenarios, what was the location of generation additions? 
Answer - The new generation was located in Great Falls.

Question - Why did you use this location?

Answer - It was part of Gaelectric’s request to study the main transmission path.

Question - You noted that the addition of the 1,500 MW stressed the transmission system.  Does the stress occur under normal operating conditions or under an outage condition?

Answer - The stress occurred under the N-1 condition, i.e. a single outage, 

Question - What was the capacity of the added 500 kV line?

Answer - The capacity was assumed to be 1,500 MW.
Question - Did the scenarios identify congestion on the BPA 500 kV lines west of Garrison?

Answer by John Leland - These studies did not address the BPA lines.

Comment by Dan Wheeler - I submitted an economic study request to BPA for the 1,500 MW generation addition, but BPA’s study cycle differs from NWE’s.  BPA’s cycle begins in October.  I have not heard of any results from BPA to date.
PPL Study

B. J. Schubert presented the results of the PPL study in the form of table found at the following web address.

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/7b-PPL_ECS_Report_Table.pdf

This study assumed heavy winter loads, high exports to MATL, only 50 MW of hydro generation at Great Falls, and no wind generation.  The low hydro generation was assumed to result from cold weather that produces ice and limits hydro generation.  We experienced this condition for a short time during the recent cold snap.  Under normal operating conditions, no overloads were found.  Under all three 230 kV outages there were overloads which were mitigated by normal line relaying.  Under the Highwood to Judith Gap to Judith Gap south 230 kV outage, which includes the Judith Gap 230-100 kV Auto, some unmitigated voltage violations resulted after all line relaying had taken place.  These low voltages were mitigated by adding shunt capacitors on the 100 kV lines at Straw and Utica Pump substations.  

Question - What was the load in the Great Falls area?

Answer - 567 MW.

Question - How much higher were these loads than normal?

Answer - About 200 MW.

Local Area Plan Document Update - Kathleen Bauer noted that the final version of the 2012-13 local transmission plan was posted on the NWE OASIS yesterday and is available at the following web address.

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/09-NWMT_2012-2013_Local_Area_Plan_Final.pdf

A red-line version showing the changes between the draft and final plans was also posted and is available at the following web address.

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/08-NWMT_2012-2013_Local_Area_Plan_Final_Draft.docx

Ms. Bauer noted the following changes between the draft and final versions of the plan.

· Page 12 - The information related to FERC Order 1000 was updated.

· Page 15 - Details about the public meetings held by NWE on the draft plan were added.

· Page 49 - More information was added regarding the #1 priority project, the upgrade of the 50 kV system from Billings to the Columbus Area to 100 kV.

· Page 75 - Information about the last two TRANSAC meetings, this meeting and the October meeting, were added to the table.

· Page 76 - Footnote 26 was added to direct readers to the NWE OASIS on which the final reports for the two economic studies will be posted.

Quarter 1 of the 2014-2015 Local Area Planning Cycle Deadlines - Ms. Bauer highlighted opportunities and deadlines for stakeholder input in the next local transmission planning cycle using the calendar found at the following web address.

http://www.oasis.oati.com/NWMT/NWMTdocs/10-2013_Calendar_of_Events_and_Study_Cycle.doc

The input opportunities with the associated time periods in parenthesis include:

· Alternative solutions for the transmission system needs identified in the 2012-13 local transmission plan (January 1 - March 31).

· The load and resource data request (middle of January - first Friday in March).

· Economic study requests (January 1 - February 28).

· Public policies that should be addressed in the local plan (January 1 - March 1)

During the first quarter of 2014, the planning process will develop plan goals and outline the base cases.

Action Item List Review
This meeting did not identify any outstanding action items.

Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting day and date was not scheduled.

Disclaimer

Committee members provide advice to NWE as individual professionals; the advice they provide does not bind the agencies or organizations that the members serve. 
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