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Update

The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) 2012/2013 Winter Reliability Assessment was published in November 2012 and is available on the NERC website at http://www.nerc.com/files/2012WRA_FINAL.pdf    According to the winter assessment, all areas are projecting sufficient resources to meet winter on-peak demand.  The peak forecast is expected to decline by 5.9 GW NERC-wide from last year, as economic conditions impact electricity demand.  The WECC internal demand is 131,070 MW less load modeling demand response of 1,920 MW for a composite figure of 129,150 MW.
For the 2012/2013 winter, the NWMT forecasted winter peak is 1,685 MW.  This number is based on a 1 in 2 probability. (That is a 50% chance of being exceeded.)  For internal use, NWMT also does a 1 in 10 and a 1 in 20 probability to ensure that NWMT has the ability to serve the higher loads.  
The Long Term Reliability Assessment, which covers the next ten years, was also posted on the NERC website in November at http://www.nerc.com/files/2012_LTRA_FINAL.pdf  A number of significant reliability issues may develop.  There could be rapid changes in the resource mix.  Some older generation is expected to retire.  Fundamental changes must be made to planning and operating strategies to consider evolving risks such as increased dependency on natural gas, uncertainties of variable and renewable generation, and new vectors of penetration for emerging cyber and physical security threats.
The Loads and Resources 2013 Data Request was received on January 17th.  It must be submitted to WECC by March 1st.  The information requested hasn't changed from last year.  NWMT is currently updating the Loads Data Request Letters and the Generator Data Request Letters.  They will be emailed shortly.   NWMT uses the data collected to plan, construct, operate and maintain its Transmission System in accordance with Good Utility Practice and its planning obligations in Attachment K.
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