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Midwest ISO – Grid America Companies OASIS Transition

2/19/2003
The Midwest ISO (MISO) tariff will be expanded to include the member companies of Grid America on October 1, 2003.  The MISO tariff will be effective for both network and point-to-point service. The MISO OASIS node will be configured for the Grid America companies by February 1, 2003. This document has been created to provide guidelines that will be used to govern the disposition of any requests made during the transition period prior to October 1, 2003.

Consolidating the Queues

By October 1, 2003 the existing OATT service that is confirmed on the Grid America Transmission Owner OASIS nodes will be consolidated and placed on the MISO node with MISO shown as the Transmission Provider.  Existing OATT service that is not confirmed on the Grid America Transmission Owner OASIS nodes but is still in an active state will be consolidated and placed on the MISO node with MISO shown as the Transmission Provider. This process of consolidating these active, but not yet confirmed reservations will establish the queue time (based on the time the request was originally submitted on the Grid America Transmission Owner OASIS node) for all requests that were submitted, but not completely processed and confirmed as of the date that the MISO node goes live for the Grid America companies.

Customer and Transmission Owner Review of “Converted” Service

As mentioned above, existing OATT service will have been gathered from the Grid America Transmission Owner OASIS pages and placed in the MISO node with MISO listed as the transmission provider. Some “mapping” of information will be necessary in order to make the information conform to the MISO methodology (e.g. PORs/PODs, sources/sinks, products, etc.). The intent of this mapping is to give the customers the same service they had requested previously, but to use consistent nomenclature. Pricing of the transmission service will also change to reflect MISO Tariff rates. Customers and Grid America Grid America Transmission Owners need to review the data on the OASIS to ensure that the information was converted properly and to notify MISO of any real or perceived inconsistencies.

Furthermore, because customers may have had several pieces of transmission service (from two or more Transmission Owners) that would make up one piece of service if the customer had purchased service under the MISO tariff, the customers must identify and inform MISO of “pieces” of service that should be combined into one piece of MISO service. This should be done by September 1, 2003 by sending e-mail to Tariffadministration@midwestiso.org with the information of each of the pieces of service that should be combined. Additionally, many customers have “partial paths” of transmission service already reserved. In this context, partial paths refer to pieces of transmission service that have been purchased from individual Grid America Transmission Owners where the customer has only a piece of service and does not have a full path from source to sink. These customers must inform MISO which pieces of transmission service fall into this category by sending an e-mail to the above e-mail address by September 1, 2003. MISO will assume that service not identified by customers as being partial paths, are full paths of service and, as such, would not be scheduled as a partial path. The scheduled uses of partial paths are discussed in the MISO OATT Business Practices.

Grandfathered Service

In addition, MISO has received grandfathered (i.e. service sold prior to the Grid America companies OATTs being placed in service) transmission service information from Grid America Transmission Owners.  Reservations reflecting this data will be placed on the MISO OASIS with each of the Grid America Transmission Owners being listed as the Transmission Provider for these grandfathered reservations (i.e. they will be placed on the Grid America Transmission Owner “page” of the MISO OASIS node). If any grandfathered reservations had existed on the Grid America Transmission Owner OASIS node during the merging of active requests to the MISO OASIS node, then MISO will have already placed those grandfathered requests on the MISO OASIS node during the consolidation process. Grid America will need to inform MISO of any existing grandfathered reservations, including the assignment reference number for each reservation, in order to avoid duplication during this process of posting grandfathered reservations. The Grid America Transmission Owners need to review these grandfathered reservations and inform MISO of any discrepancies or omissions.

Requesting Service from September1 through October 1 
Since the MISO OASIS node is live, Grid America Transmission Owner customers that need point-to-point or network service for the period after October 1, 2003 will make transmission service requests (as described in more detail below) on both the existing applicable Grid America Transmission Owner node (e.g. on the AMEREN, NIPSCO or First Energy nodes), and on the MISO page of the MISO node beginning September 1, 2003. Requests for service need to be made on both the Grid America Transmission Owner and MISO nodes so that in the event that the October 1, 2003 date is not met, as currently planned, the transmission customers continue to have the transmission service they would need to conduct business in September and beyond. Additionally, it is necessary for customers to begin utilizing the MISO node in order to become familiar with the MISO OASIS node and business processes. Note that customers need to have gone through the customer registration process in order to submit requests on the MISO node. Customers can contact the MISO Customer Registration group via email at mailto:register@midwestiso.org.
All new point-to-point and network requests for transmission service within the MISO that include service provided on or after October 1, submitted between September 1 at 0000 EST and the October 1, 2003 target date shall be submitted to both the existing applicable Grid America Transmission Owners‘ OASIS nodes and the MISO page on the MISO OASIS node (note that a single request on the MISO OASIS may require several individual requests on Grid America transmission owner OASIS nodes). Customers should submit the requests first to the Grid America Transmission Owner node(s), and then to the MISO page of the MISO OASIS node.  The transmission service requested on the MISO page of the MISO OASIS node should reflect the assumption that the Grid America Transmission Owners will successfully be incorporated under the MISO tariff by October 1.  It is understood that if the October 1 date is not met, the service requested on the MISO OASIS may need to be modified to reflect the proper contract path usage required.

For requests submitted after October 1, 2003, entry on the MISO node will establish the queue position for competing requests. Between September 1 and October 1, entry on the first Grid America Transmission Owner OASIS node that was needed for the corresponding MISO request will establish the queue time. Note that the Grid America Transmission Owner queue time will only be used to establish the queue time if the corresponding request is submitted on the MISO node. 
MISO will also require the transmission customer to place in the customer comments field when the request is submitted, the name of the Grid America Transmission Owner(s) and the OASIS Assignment Reference number(s) for the requests that correlate to the MISO request. MISO will ensure that when a request is made on the MISO node during this transition period, that the customer comment field does indicate the Grid America Transmission Owner(s) and Assignment Reference number(s). MISO will also periodically query the requests being made on the Grid America Transmission Owner nodes and will contact customers who are not performing this duel entry. In the event those customers are not making the dual entries as required, the customer can enter the request on the MISO node at a later time. Those customers not making dual entries will have their queue position established at the time of the entry on the MISO node. If a request for transmission service is made on the MISO node and is not made on the corresponding Grid America transmission owner OASIS nodes, then the time that the request is made on the MISO node establishes the queue position for the request. However, if the anticipated October 1, 2003 date were not met, the transmission customer would have no transmission rights under this reservation until the Grid America companies become effective under the MISO tariff, even if the transmission service request made on the MISO node was confirmed.

If a request for transmission service is made on the Grid America Transmission Owner OASIS node(s) for service on or after October 1, 2003 (and was made after September 1 at 0000 EST) and is not requested on the MISO OASIS, the transmission customer that made the request on the Grid America Transmission Owner OASIS will not have any transmission service under these reservations on the MISO system, even if the request is confirmed, when the Grid America companies become effective under the MISO tariff.

In addition, the “no later than” – “no earlier than” periods identified in the MISO attachment J timing rules will be enforced during the transition period. The transmission requests received during this transition period prior to September 1 will be processed as follows:

a.
If a transmission service request start and stop date are both before October 1, 2003, the Grid America company Transmission Owner shall process the request and approve/disapprove as transmission provider. No duplicate transmission service request will need to be placed on the MISO oasis. 
b. If a transmission service request start date is before October 1, 2003 and the stop date is after October 1, 2003, the Grid America Transmission Owner(s) and MISO will coordinate action to be taken on the requests. Both MISO and the Grid America Transmission Owner(s) will need to approve this type of request. The Grid America Transmission Owner(s) will review ATC for the period before the effective date of the MISO tariff, and MISO will review AFC for the period on and after the effective date of the MISO tariff.

c. If a transmission service request start date is after October 1, 2003, the MISO shall have authority to process the request. The Grid America Transmission Owner will set its OASIS status to the same status as MISO’s after being informed by MISO. On October 1, 2003 no more point-to-point or network requests will be made on the existing Grid America Transmission Owner OASIS nodes. 
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