
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Nevada Power Company d/b/a NV Energy and 
Sierra Pacific Power Company d/b/a NV Energy 

) 
) 

Docket No. ER15-535-003

MOTION OF NV ENERGY FOR EXTENSION OF COMPLIANCE DEADLINE, 
OR IN THE ALTERNATIVE, REQUEST FOR LIMITED WAIVER  

Pursuant to Rules 212 and 2008 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission (the “Commission”),1 Nevada Power Company d/b/a NV 

Energy and Sierra Pacific Power Company d/b/a NV Energy (collectively, “NV Energy”) 

respectfully submit this motion for extension of compliance deadline (“Motion”).  As described 

below, NV Energy respectfully requests an extension of time to implement the final two 

compliance deadlines specified in Order No. 676-H2 for implementation of the North American 

Energy Standards Board (“NAESB”) standards regarding Network Integration Transmission 

Service (“NITS”), Standard WEQ-002-5.10.3  (the “NITS Standard”).  Specifically, NV Energy 

requests that the Commission extend the compliance deadlines related to the new NITS 

Standards by 90 days to June 24, 2016 and July 25, 2016, as discussed herein.  Several other 

utilities as well as the Edison Electric Institute have requested similar extensions of the Order 

No. 676-H compliance deadlines and for the same reasons.3 

                                                 
1  18 C.F.R. §§ 385.212 and 385.2008 (2015). 
2  Standards for Business Practices and Communication Protocols for Public Utilities, Order No. 676-

H, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,359 (2014), order on reh’g, 151 FERC ¶ 61,046 (2015). 
3  See, e.g., Motion for Extension of Time, For Clarification, and For Shortened Comment Period and 

Expedited Action Submitted by the Edison Electric Institute, Docket No. RM05-5-022 (filed Mar. 4, 
2016); PacifiCorp, Motion for Extension of Compliance Deadline, Docket No. ER15-443-001 (filed 
Mar. 4, 2016); Motion of Arizona Public Service Company for Extension of Time to Implement 
NAESB Standards and Submit Compliance Filing, Docket No. ER15-529-001 (filed Feb. 24, 2016). 
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To the extent the Commission deems necessary, or in the alternative, NV Energy requests 

a temporary, limited waiver of the last two compliance milestone deadlines of the NITS Standard 

which is incorporated by reference in NV Energy’s Open Access Transmission Tariff (“OATT”).  

NV Energy respectfully submits that good cause exists to grant this waiver because additional 

time is necessary to meet these milestones given the significant data input, testing, and training 

required in order to implement the NITS Standard. 

I. BACKGROUND 

Under Commission Order No. 676-H, NV Energy is required to comply with and 

incorporate certain NAESB Standards adopted by the Wholesale Electric Quadrant (“WEQ”) in 

its tariff.  NV Energy submitted a compliance filing revising Section 4.2 of its OATT to 

incorporate the NAESB Standards by reference, as directed in Order No. 676-H.4  One of the 

new NAESB Standards adopted by the Commission is Standard WEQ-002-5.10.3, which 

requires the implementation of a new NITS Open-Access Same-Time Information Site 

(“OASIS”) OASIS template.  The Standard provides a series of compliance milestone deadlines 

for implementation of the new template, which compliance deadlines were adopted by the 

Commission in Order No. 676-H. 

This  Motion  seeks  an  extension  of  time  for  implementation  of  the  last  two 

compliance deadlines  in  the NITS  Standard.  These implementation requirements are: (1) one 

month prior to the OASIS implementation date, a Transmission Provider is required to post 

information documenting all existing NITS arrangements using structures provided in the new 

template and (2) on or before the implementation date, a Transmission Provider is required to 

                                                 
4  See NV Energy, Inc., Order No. 676-H Compliance Filing on behalf of Nevada Power Co. d/b/a NV 

Energy and Sierra Pacific Power Co. d/b/a NV Energy, Docket No. ER15-535-000 (filed Dec. 1, 
2014).   
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implement and support customer use of the NITS template for arrangement of NITS on OASIS.5  

The implementation date of the final requirements is April 25, 2016 (“Implementation Date”), 

which means that the penultimate compliance deadline is March 25, 2016 (“Penultimate 

Implementation Date” or collectively, “Implementation Dates”). 

As described in more detail herein, NV Energy requires additional time to comply with 

the Implementation Dates due to a delay on the part of its vendor in developing the software 

required to comply with the NITS Standard.  NV Energy’s vendor, Open Access Technology 

International, Inc. (“OATI”), has been developing the software that is necessary for NV Energy 

to implement the required changes to implement the NITS Standard for use in NV Energy’s 

OASIS.  OATI has created NITS functionality in the webSmartOASIS (“webSmartOASIS” or 

the “NITS Software”) a new graphical user interface platform released to production on February 

1, 2016.  OATI has recently released the necessary software for quality assurance testing and, on 

February 24, 2016, informed NV Energy and other utilities that it may not release the complete 

NITS functionality to production until on or before March 11, 2016.  OATI did release the NITS 

on OASIS to production on the webSmartOASIS on March 2, 2016, with the request 

Transmission Providers enter a retroactive date of their choice prior to being allowed access.   

OATI provided a day and half of limited training to NV Energy on February 23-24, 2016 in a 

demonstration environment.  Those who went earlier experienced many problems with trying the 

software due to data set-up and necessary de-bugging.    

                                                 
5  See NAESB Standard WEQ-002-5.10.3, NITS Specific Implementation Timeline. 
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II. REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

For good cause, the Commission may extend the time for compliance with a Commission 

order unless otherwise provided by law.6   NV Energy respectfully submits that good cause exists 

to grant this Motion.  As mentioned above, OATI has released the necessary NITS Software for 

quality assurance testing without sufficient time to make the deadline.  Furthermore, OATI has 

not been able to release the NITS Software with adequate time for NV Energy to complete the 

data entry, software integration tasks (setting up, testing and validating of parameters and NITS 

validations in various scenarios), and create and provide transmission customer training 

necessary to meet the last two compliance milestones included in the Standard.  Accordingly, 

NV Energy requests that the deadlines for (1) posting documentation of all existing NITS 

customer arrangements on OASIS using the new Version 2.0 template structures and (2) 

availability of the Version 2.0 NITS OASIS templates for the arrangement of NITS on OASIS be 

extended by 90 days to June 24, 2016, and July 25, 2016, respectively. 

OATI had indicated that it did not expect to be able to release the NITS Software for NV 

Energy’s production quality assurance testing until on or about March 11, 2016 and then 

required a request for permission to access the software.  Because the NITS Software will impact 

available transfer capacity and, if implemented incorrectly, would create a tariff violation, NV 

Energy must have adequate time to set-up, test, and train on the NITS module on the 

webSmartOASIS prior to the Implementation Dates.  Given the significant amount of software 

integration work, troubleshooting, training, and support that must be completed in order for NV 

Energy to complete its implementation of the new NITS on OASIS templates, it will not be 

feasible for NV Energy to meet the current Implementation Dates. 

                                                 
6  18 C.F.R. § 385.2008 (2015). 
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Penultimate Implementation Date.  NV Energy cannot begin the process of posting 

information on existing NITS customer arrangements until after the complete NITS functionality 

in the NITS Software has been provided.  After its release, NV Energy will work with its OATI 

project manager to start the implementation process.  After attending a recent training from 

OATI, NV Energy believes that entering the NITS data on the templates in the NITS Software 

will likely prove to be a tedious and time-consuming process due, in large part, to the repetitious 

nature in alien entry formats of the task and the volume of customer data that must be entered.  

Prior to the OATI training on February 23-24, 2016, NV Energy expected more data transfer via 

templates to be contained within the webSmartOASIS tool developed by OATI.   The significant 

volume of data in formats that differ from current data formats (e.g., dashes, underscores and 

other characters are not allowed in the new programming but are allowed in the Electric Industry 

Registry) to be transferred will render it impracticable, if not impossible, to meet the current 

Penultimate Implementation Date of March 25, 2016.  Accordingly, good cause exists to grant 

NV Energy an extension of 90 days until June 24, 2016, to complete the Penultimate 

Implementation Date. 

Implementation Date.  After NV Energy enters customer data into the Software, NV 

Energy will need to complete additional labor-intensive tasks to integrate the Software in order 

to meet the final milestone.  A review and validation process must be completed under various 

scenarios.  OATI is currently working on review, validation, and testing of the webSmartOASIS 

demo, but it did not allow for data from the demo to transfer into the live version of the 

Software.    All data must be manually entered into the live environment again, creating 

additional work for NV Energy and presenting additional opportunities for data entry errors.   

Review and validation must be completed again after the data is manually entered into the live 
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production environment.  In addition, NV Energy must also resolve any software transfer 

complications that were not fully accounted for by OATI and that must be identified through trial 

and error.  Prior to the Implementation Date, NV Energy will need to train its customers on the 

functionality,  how to use the new templates, and the new transmission scheduling rights 

Assignments Refs assigned by the program to be used in e-Tags.  NV Energy will also need to 

test and validate the NITS Software to ensure accurate tagging and OASIS functionality 

necessary for reliable grid operations.   Considering the delivered date of the webSmartOASIS 

NITS module and NV Energy’s tasks which must follow, NV Energy will be unable to complete 

these tasks by the current Implementation Date of April 25, 2016.  Accordingly, good cause 

exists to grant an extension of 90 days to July 25, 2016. 

III. REQUEST, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, FOR LIMITED WAIVER 

Section 4.2 of NV Energy’s OATT incorporates the applicable NAESB WEQ Standards 

by reference, which includes the NITS Standards. Thus, to the extent the Commission deems 

necessary, or in the alternative to the above request, NV Energy seeks a temporary limited 

waiver of Section 4.2 of NV Energy’s OATT, where it incorporates the compliance timetable 

contained in the Standard.  NV Energy’s alternative waiver request is limited to the 

Implementation Dates for the NITS Standards to allow NV Energy adequate time to meet these 

milestones.   

NV Energy respectfully submits that good cause exists to grant such limited waiver in 

light of OATI’s announcement that it had planned to make the NITS Software available for 

quality assurance testing on March 11, 2016, and even when delivered a few days earlier still 

leaves the technological challenges that surround the full implementation of the NITS Standard. 

The Commission has previously granted one-time limited waivers of tariff provisions 

where:  (1) the waiver is of limited scope; (2) a concrete problem needed to be remedied; and (3) 
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the waiver did not have undesirable consequences, such as harming third parties.7   NV Energy’s 

waiver request meets all three of these criteria, and good cause exists to grant NV Energy’s one-

time, limited waiver request for the reasons discussed above.  First, NV Energy’s waiver request 

is of limited scope because it seeks a short-term extension of only the last two compliance 

milestones in the NITS Standard.  NV Energy only seeks a relatively short extension of the 

deadline to comply with these milestones, and does not seek any permanent waiver of the 

provisions of the NITS Standard.  Second, NV Energy’s request addresses a concrete problem 

that needs to be remedied:  OATI’s anticipated Software release date does not provide NV 

Energy with enough time to meet the Implementation Dates.  Third, NV Energy’s limited waiver 

request will not result in undesirable consequences; instead, it will prevent undesirable 

consequences from occurring by preventing potential unknown problems with the NITS 

Software. 

IV. COMMUNICATIONS  

NV Energy requests that all communications and correspondence related to this filing be 

sent to: 

Brandon C. Johnson  
Senior Attorney  
NV Energy, Inc. 
6226 West Sahara Avenue 
Las Vegas, NV 89146 
(702) 402-5789 
bjohnson@nvenergy.com 

Marilyn Franz 
Senior Transmission Services Analyst 
NV Energy, Inc.  
6100 Neil Road 
Reno, NV 89511 
(775) 834-5388 
mfranz@nvenergy.com 

   
 

 

                                                 
7  See, e.g., California Indep. Sys. Operator Corp., 146 FERC ¶ 61,184 at P 18 (2014). 
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V. CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, NV Energy respectfully requests that the 

Commission grant an extension of the dates by which NV Energy is required to complete the last 

two compliance milestones related to the implementation of the new NITS Standard, as provided 

by NAESB Standard WEQ-002-5.10.3, or in the alternative, grant a limited, temporary waiver of 

the NV Energy OATT insofar as it incorporates these compliance milestones. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 /s/     
Brandon C. Johnson 
Senior Attorney 
NV Energy, Inc. 
6226 W. Sahara Ave. 
Las Vegas, NV  89109 

Counsel for Nevada Power Company d/b/a NV 
Energy and Sierra Pacific Power Company d/b/a 
NV Energy 

Dated:  March 9, 2016 



 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document on each person 

designated on the official service list compiled by the Secretary of the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission in this proceeding. 

Dated at Las Vegas, Nevada, this 9th day of March, 2016. 

 /s/     
Brandon C. Johnson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


